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Abstract
The study is a part of the “Children in the Changing World” project. The article  contains the analysis of children’s concepts 
of their present and future families, ascertained through interviews conducted with preschool children. The qualitative 
analysis of the data suggests that the image of the ideal family for modern preschoolers is a family with two children. The 
structure of the parents’ family  influences the concept of the child’s future family. Willingness to have more than one child in 
future depends on the current conflict in a sibling pair.
© 2016 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd.
Peer-review under responsibility of the organizing committee of ECCE 2016.
Keywords: Preschoolers, Family concepts, Siblings, Sibling relations, Birth Order
* Alekseeva O.S. Tel.: +7-910-438-55-70; fax: +0-000-000-0000 .
E-mail address: olga__alexeeva@mail.ru
© 2016 Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of the organizing committee of ECCE 2016.
472   Olga S. Alekseeva et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  233 ( 2016 )  471 – 475 
1. Introduction
Scientific research of role-playing game convincingly shows that children learn  family roles  and respective 
behavioral rules fairly early [1], [2]. Children have their ideas of the “proper” family structure, who shall be the 
“principal” in the family, how many children there should be and how they should be brought up, may you punish 
them, how often to give presents, etc. Concepts of sibling relations are the model and orientation point for the 
building of the future relations with friends, spouses and colleagues at the working place. Conflicts and hostile 
sibling relations can lead to breaking of social ties in adult life [3], [4], [5].
The aim of this work was to investigate family and sibling relations concepts of preschoolers. 
The study is a part of the “Children in the Changing World” project, aimed to detect the social changes 
influences on the preschoolers’ world image [6], [7], [8], [9]. A part of the data obtained in the course of the 2009 
assessment and preliminary research of 2015 were included in the article. 
2. Method
In 2009 sample group consisted of 146 children: 68 girls and 78 boys aged from 4 and a half to 7 (the average 
age was 5 years and 8 months). In 2015 sample group consisted of 56 children aged 6–7. There were 25 girls and 
31 boys among them.
The main method used was the structured interview, which included the following questions: With whom do 
you live? Have you got any brothers or sisters? Would you like to have a brother or a sister? Would you like to be 
the eldest or the youngest? When you grow up, will you marry? Why do people marry? How many children 
would you like to have? Why?
3. Results
In 2009, more than half of children (55%) were the only children in the family. 38% were growing up in 
families with two children, and only about 7% of the children had two or more siblings.
In the sample of 2015 about 44% of the interviewed children are the only children, 33% live with one sibling, 
and 23% have two or more brothers and sisters. That is, if you compare the data for 2009 and 2015, you can see 
that the number of children living in families with several children is higher.
3.1. Influence of the number of children in a family on the wish to have more siblings
In 2009, most answers to the question  “Would like to have a brother or a sister” were affirmative. Some 
children wanted to have two or more brothers and sisters: “I have neither brother, nor sister. I would like an elder 
boy and girl”, “I haven’t. Mom intends to have a child. Dad and I have been asking her for that”.
The pattern is similar in 2015 – most of children would like to have brothers and sisters (82% of the 
interviewed). The motives of that children’s wish are various: “I would like a brother. A younger one. I would 
like to have someone younger than me at home”.
According to the 2009 data, children who would not like to have a sibling were children from the family with 
one child. They justify their unwillingness by difficulties, which arise when a baby appears: “I would not like 
anyone. There are too many worries”, “Mom suggests it because we have an old bed that is my old bed, and it 
will be a pity to throw it away. And where can we put it? All space is occupied there at home”.
In 2015, children who would not like to have either brothers or sisters, and there were 12% of them, already 
had elder or younger siblings.
On the contrary, the only children dreamed about siblings, sometimes they called their friends brothers and 
sisters: “And I have four brothers, only they are adopted brothers. Adopted means “my friends”.
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3.2. Preferred sibling’s sex
There were approximately equal numbers of those wishing to have a sister or a brother – 40% and 48% 
respectively (12% did not want siblings).
Most of children expressed their preferences guided by their own sex, when answered “Why” question. 
Sometimes the sex of the desired sibling depended on the fact of already having a brother or a sister: “Yes, (I 
would like to have) brothers because of 10 sisters being there, and I am alone”, “I would like to have brothers 
because I have enough sisters”.
In some cases children chose the sibling’s sex guided by gender differences: girls are more neat, quiet and 
placid; boys can protect you: “It seems to me that it’s better to have a sister, because many boys are rowdy”,
“Yes, (I want) an elder brother because I won’t have to protect him”.
Only three children said that they want a brother or a sister because they have conflicting relations with the 
existing sibling. It’s interesting that tense relations with brother or sister did not influence the wish to have 
siblings in general. “And who is better, brother or sister? Brother. And why? Well, the reason is that my sister is 
always teasing me”.
3.3. Birth order: preferences, stereotypes and attitudes
Proceeding from the data obtained in 2015, one can come to the conclusion that most of children would like to 
be the eldest (independent of the order of their birth). On the whole, there were 54% of them. 39% think that it’s 
better to be the youngest. The rest 7% prefer to be a middle child in the family. This answer was mostly chosen 
by children who were middle children themselves and their position in the family satisfied them.
The main reason for children wishing to be the eldest children in the family is the wish to grow up quicker and 
to become an adult: “That’s why you will finish your school studies quicker and enter an institute”.
And on the contrary, those wishing to be the youngest, did not want to go to school and wanted to stay small 
children forever: “I would like to be the youngest. Why? The reason is that you live long, you do not die”.
That is, in most cases the birth order is perceived by children not as a certain position which may impose some 
obligations or give advantages, but as a wish or reluctance to grow up. There is even a delusion in case of some 
children that if you stay the youngest, you will never grow up.
If you look at the distribution of answers depending on the order of birth, none of the eldest children wanted to 
change their position. All elder children wanted to stay the eldest. The answers were divided somewhat equally in 
case of the youngest and the only children – half of them wanted to be the eldest, half of them wanted to be the 
youngest. Proceeding from the results, one can suppose that the position of the eldest child in the family still 
seems more attractive to children.
3.4. Image of the future family
What do children think about their future family? How does it correlate with the families they are growing up 
in? Is their parents’ family an ideal model for their future life? We asked children, “Will you marry when you 
grow up?” and “How many children would you like to have in your future family?”
Most of children answered affirmatively to the question “Will you marry when you grow up?”
“I’ll find some husband”, “Yes, I’d like to”. Children said that having children was the main reason for 
marriage: “To get children”, “You have to deliver children, to bring them up”.
It’s interesting to analyze children’s answers taking into account presence or lack of other children in the 
family. Thus, those who think that he/she will not marry were children only from two-parent families with one 
child.
474   Olga S. Alekseeva et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  233 ( 2016 )  471 – 475 
3.5. “How many children will you have?”
Generally, children wanted to have two children in their future family, and this answer is the most popular one 
(49%): “Two: a boy and a girl”, “My Mom dreams me to have one child, one boy. And I dream to have two 
girls”.
The next popular answer is “One child” (21%): “One girl”, “One. Why one? For them not to play pranks”.
19% six-year-olds taking part in our study would like to have three or more children: “I would like 20. Why so 
many? It’s more joyful like that”.
11% of children did not want to have children at all or did not know how to answer this question:“I do not 
know. I’ll live with my Mom and Dad when I grow up”.
Children, who answered that they would like to have two children in future, gave various reasons for this 
choice. A part of children, and they were mostly girls, emphasized the fact that it would be nice to have a boy and 
a girl. On the whole, girls’ answers, independent of the number of children, named by them, more often contained 
wishes as to the sex of the future child, his/her looks, etc. In contrast to boys, they said the names they liked fairly 
often. One can suppose that this is connected with the fact that girls engage in role-playing games concerning 
family life, more often (for example, “Mothers and Daughters”). Another part of children who wished to have 
two children said that when there are two children, the family life is more joyful, the family is close-knit, playing 
with each other is great fun for children, etc.
In cases when children interviewed by us said that they would like to have one child, they often explained 
their choice by the difficulties of life connected with bringing children up and the necessity to minimize these 
difficulties: “it’s more comfortable like that”, “less troubles and worries”. Children, who did not know how to 
answer this question, either answered negatively or often underlined in their answers that it is too early for them 
to start thinking about such matters.
It seems interesting to analyze children’s answers as to the number of children in the future family depending 
on the composition of the parents’ family. Children from families with one child more often said that they want 
to have two children. However, children from two-child families divided into two equal groups, those from one 
group wanted two children, and others wanted one child. Such results can be more likely explained by the fact 
that children from one-child families more often give a stereotyped answer that there should be two children in 
the family. While some children from two-child families having a negative experience in relations with their 
sibling, want to have only one child in future.
However, one should mention that children with one sibling more often wish to have many children (three and 
more), in comparison with the only children in the family. Most of children from several children families 
answered that they want to have two children. And nobody from this group answered that he/she did not want to 
have children at all or that he/she wanted only one child.
The smallest group was the group of children who either did not know if they want to have children, or gave 
“No” answers. Most of children from this group are being brought up in single-parent families by one of the 
parents. The main difference in the results obtained in 2009 and 2015 referred to this parameter. In the earlier 
study those who did not want to have children at all were preschoolers from two-parent families with one child.
4. Conclusion
It’s common knowledge that the family environment is very important for the child’s personality 
development. The way the future life of the child develops depends on the relations in the family to a great 
extent.
As our study showed, the image of the future family has formed fairly distinctly in case of many children. 
Thus, most of children would like to marry. Children named the necessity to have children as the main reason for 
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marriage, mutual feelings of spouses to one another, attachment and love were named as a main reason more 
rarely.
The ideal family envisioned by most of children is two-child family. This kind of answer was the most popular 
both among the only children in the family and children with siblings. One should note the fact that according to 
the data published by the Russian Federal State Statistics Service (Rosstat) in the report “Family and Birth Rate” 
[10], most of male and female respondents express the wish to have two children. One can suppose that two-child 
family is an ideal “family model” in modern Russian society on the whole, and children retranslate the generally 
accepted social ideas in their answers. As a rule, unwillingness to have more than one child is connected either 
with conflicts in relations with one’s own sibling or possible difficulties connected with bringing children up 
(insufficiency of financial resources, time, etc.) about which the child hears from his/her parents. On the whole, it 
is possible to come to the conclusion that the parents’ family structure, parents’ attitudes and relations with one’s 
own sibling significantly influence the children’s ideas of their own future family.
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